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Section A: Family

1 Families in modern industrial societies take a variety of forms, though the single parent family is 
increasingly common.

 (a) What is meant by the term single parent family   ? [2]

 (b) Describe two other types of family apart from the single parent family. [4]

 (c) Explain the reasons why there has been an increase in single parent families in modern 
industrial societies. [6]

 (d) To what extent has the importance of the family declined in modern industrial societies? [8]

2 In modern industrial societies, where monogamy is widely practised, there has been a decrease in 
first marriages and an increase in remarriages in recent years.

 (a) What is meant by the term monogamy  ? [2]

 (b) Describe two reasons why polygamy is practised in some societies. [4]

 (c) Explain why first marriages are steadily declining in modern industrial societies. [6]

 (d) To what extent does the rising divorce rate show that marriage is less important in modern 
industrial societies? [8]

Section B: Education

3 In a meritocracy each pupil has the same opportunity to benefit from the education system.

 (a) What is meant by the term meritocracy  ? [2]

 (b) Describe two ways in which pupils may be treated equally within the education system. [4]

 (c) Explain why pupils from poorer backgrounds may find it difficult to perform well at school. [6]

 (d) Assess the evidence that there is equality of opportunity for all pupils within the education 
systems of modern industrial societies. [8]
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4 The educational achievement of ethnic minority groups may be influenced by both in and out of 
school factors.

 (a) What is meant by the term ethnic groups ? [2]

 (b) Describe two ways in which school factors may influence the educational performance of 
ethnic minority groups. [4]

 (c) Explain how factors outside of school may affect the educational performance of ethnic 
minority groups. [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, may teachers and schools help to improve the educational 
performance of pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds? [8]

Section C: Crime, Deviance and Social Control

5 In some societies young people are regarded as a separate group, with their own distinctive youth 
culture.

 (a) What is meant by the term youth culture? [2]

 (b) Describe two social characteristics that may distinguish young people from older age groups.
 [4]

 (c) Explain why youth cultures have become a feature of modern industrial societies. [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, do youth cultures pose a threat to the dominant values of society?
 [8]

6 White-collar crime is greatly under-represented in the official crime statistics.

 (a) What is meant by the term white-collar crime? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of white-collar crime. [4]

 (c) Explain why white-collar crime is under-represented in the official crime statistics. [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, are the official crime statistics a reliable indicator of crime levels in 
society? [8]
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Section D: The Mass Media

7 The mass media often stereotype groups and individuals. This is particularly true in the case of 
gender identities.

 (a) What is meant by the term stereotype? [2]

 (b) Describe two examples of how the media use stereotypes. [4]

 (c) Explain how the mass media help to reinforce the division of roles between males and females 
in society. [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, can the mass media influence the lifestyles of young people in 
society? [8]

8 It is argued that in a democratic society the mass media promote a variety of opinions.

 (a) What is meant by the term democratic society   ? [2]

 (b) Describe two reasons why important information may be left out of news reports. [4]

 (c) Explain how the process of gathering and editing news reports may lead to bias and distortion.
 [6]

 (d) How far, and in what ways, does the mass media promote democracy? [8]
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